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Colonial Government in BNA 

Chapter 2 Background and p. 65 

  

1.  Define “representative government” and “responsible government”.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

2.  How did the Constitutional Act of 1791 change the governments of Upper and Lower Canada?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3.  Explain how the Constitutional Act of 1791 gave the colonies representative government, but  

not responsible government.  
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4.  Sketch Canada’s government structure in 1791.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

5.  What kind of people were governors, and who selected them?  

  

  

  

  

6.  What was the job of the Executive Council, and who was it accountable to?  
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7.  What was the job of the Legislative Council, and who was it accountable to?  

  

  

  

  

8.  The Executive and Legislative Councils were made up of what type of people?  

  

  

  

9.  What was the job of the Legislative Assembly, and who was it accountable to?  

  

  

  

  

10. What did it mean that the governor and councils had “veto power” over the Legislative  

Assembly?  

  

  

  

   

11. Which of the following groups had the least power: Governor, Executive Council, Legislative  

Council, or Legislative Assembly?       
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12. After 1834, who was allowed to vote in British North America?  

  

  

   

   

13. Define “oligarchy”.  

  

  

  

  

  

14. What were the oligarchies in Canada called?  

Upper Canada -  

  

Lower Canada -  

  

  

 

15.  In reality, who had more control over the running of the colonies: the governors or the  

oligarchies? 


