Social Studies 11- Second World War
Canada Declares War - Questions
With your partner read “Canada’s Policy of Isolation” (p. 127) and “Canada Declares War” (p. 130)
Discuss with a partner: 
Why did Prime Minister King want an isolationist policy for Canada in the late 1930s?
	King wanted to avoid getting Canada involved in another major foreign war.  He especially wanted to avoid having to send

Canadian troops to fight in another war in Europe.

This is significant because it is the first time in Canada’s history that it had its own foreign policy separate from that of Britain.




1. When did Canada declare war on Germany?
2. How did this declaration differ from the First World War?
3. What promise did King make to Quebec, and why?

With your partner read “Mobilizing Canada’s Resources” (p. 131)
1. What evidence indicates that Canada’s military was unprepared for another world war?

2. What was the reaction of Canadians to the declaration of war? How was it different from World War One?
	World War One reaction


	World War Two reaction

	
	


With your partner, read “The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan” and “Total War” (p. 131-132)
1. What was the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan?

· British Instructors would train pilots and other flight personnel from all over the Commonwealth in Canada

· It was a hugely successful program.  More pilots and other aircrew were trained in Canada than in England and the rest of the British Commonwealth combined.
2. What was the main reason Prime Minister King decided to host this program?

· King hoped that providing training and material would be a sufficient contribution to the war effort. He wanted to avoid having to send Canadian troops to fight overseas.

Describe the concept of “total war”

	


 1940 Ogdensburg Agreement
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I love little Kitty, Her coat is so warm,

And if T don’t tease her, She’ll do me no harm.



                                           Examine the cartoon at left with a partner and 
                                           discuss the following:

1. What is the cartoon’s message?

2. Who is the figure below the two hands shaking?                                                                                           

3. What does the caption “so much in common mean”?

