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Unit: Canada and World War II
Topic: Road to War 

Assignment: Totalitarianism
Reference: http://www.funfront.net/hist/total/total.htm 

In the 1920’s and 30’s a new ideology, totalitarianism, emerged in Europe.  Its followers would plunge the world into global war.  What are the characteristics of a totalitarian state and what factors lead to the rise of these dictatorships?  Visit the website referenced above and complete the following questions and activities.

1.  Define the following: 

a.  Democratic State:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

b. Totalitarian State:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Visit the following video links and watch the videos to answer the questions that follows

The Rise of Hitler:  http://www.thecorner.org/hist/video/v_hitler.htm
a. How was the fire of the Reichstag related to Hitler's rise?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nazi Germany http://www.thecorner.org/hist/video/v_hitler.htm
a. What were the features of Nazi rule (from the video)? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Why did Einstein leave Germany? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Mussolini:  http://www.thecorner.org/hist/video/v_hitler.htm
a. What was Mussolini's aim of acquiring Abyssinia?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 b. Why did Mussolini step into the war in Spain?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Visit the link http://www.thecorner.org/hist/total/total.htm and explore the three sidebar links; Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia.  Use the information you collect to complete the Venn Diagram below indicating the similarities and differences between the three totalitarian states and their leaders.
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