
The End of the War 

By late 1943, most of the German high 

command could see that the writing was on the 

wall, and that Germany would eventually lose the 

war 



Unfortunately, Nazi fanatics still clung to hope 



Together, these men 

plunged Germany into 

the abyss… 



After victory at Stalingrad, the Soviet Red 

Army never looked back, fighting a brutal 

campaign to beat German forces all the way back 

to Berlin 





The North Africa/ 

Italian Campaign 
Why Italy? 

“The soft underbelly of 

Europe” 





Churchill was right….for a little while 



German soldiers & Italian 

Mountains Spell Trouble 



•Canadian troops played a key role in the overall 

success of the Italian campaign.   



D-Day 

Canadians again play a key role, this time in 
D-Day and 

the eventual 

liberation of 

Western Europe 





The Battle of Berlin 

This was the final major battle in Europe.  It 

was fought between Germany and the Soviet 

Union  



Pictures like this show how desperate the situation 

was for Germany 





Hitler still refuses to give up, and would rather 

send every last German man, woman, and child to 

their death than surrender. 



Soviet losses are high 
• 80,000 killed 

• 280,000 sick or wounded 



But German losses are even higher… 

•As much as 500,000 soldiers killed and 

another 500,000 captured 

• 125,000 civilians killed 

 



With Soviet forces only a few hundred metres 

away, Hitler commits suicide on 30 April 1945 



Germany surrenders on 7 May 1945 

 



In the Pacific, the war drags on until August 

1945.  But more on that later… 



Food for thought…. 

German casualties on the Eastern Front: 

• 3 million killed 

• 3 million POW.  1 million of these never 

make it back to Germany 



German casualties at the Battle of Berlin 

•Up to 500,000 killed 



German casualties on the Western Front: 

• 340,000 killed 

• 7.6 million POW.  Of these around 

50,000 never make it back to Germany 



Allied Casualties 

•Soviet Union: 10 million soldiers and around 

20 million civilians killed 

•Britain and United States: both over 

300,000 killed 

•Canada: 35,000 killed 



What does this tell you? 

 


